
Visit 
KEOKUKHISTORY.ORG 

and click on 
Oakland Cemetery 

Initiative 
for bios and stories 



1 John Octavius Anderson Artist 
2 Ralph Bell Major league baseball pitcher. 

3
(V15) 

Charles Pitkin Birge 
Grocer and "benefactor to the city. Also 
the namesake of Birge Fountain at Rand 
Park. 

5 
(Q8)

John Bruce 
Civil War Union Brevet Brigadier General, 
lawyer, Alabama state representative and 
federal judge. 

6
(X11) Samuel Ryan Curtis Civil War Union General and 

congressman. 

7 
(S16) Anne Britton Davis 

Award winning golfer, founding member 
of various charities and societies. One of 
the DAR members who pursued the 
Chief Keokuk statue being established at 
Rand Park. 

8 
(C11)

Franny Delaney 
Charter member of McNamara's band, 
bowled first official 300 game in the city 
of Keokuk. 

9 
(A12)

Gregg Douglas High school, college, and international 
professional basketball player. 

10 
(K10) John Drain 

Born into slavery, escaped, joined the 
Union Army, fought at many historic 
battles and was the last Civil War Union 
soldier of Lee County. 

11 
(R14) Nannie Peairs Fulton Librarian of Keokuk Public Library from 

1896 to 1946. 
12 
(L10) John Gaines First postmaster, the naming of the city of 

Keokuk is attributed to him. 
13 Ray Garrison Journalist and local history author. 
14 Jerry Harrington Major league baseball player. 
15
(V15) Rosina Zindle Hesse Child of an early Keokuk pioneer family, 

became a Civil War nurse. 

16 
(T16) David Burke Hillis 

Doctor, aide de camp to Governor 
Kirkwood, Civil War Union Brevet 
Brigadier General. 

17 
(S14) James Bruen Howell Keokuk postmaster (1861-1866), United 

States Senator. 

17 
(S14) Lida Gordon Howell 

After attending finishing school in France, 
taught French to soldiers before they 
departed for war so they had means to 
communicate. 

18 
(R8) Hubinger family 

Businessman, founder of Hubinger 
Elastic Starch, now Roquette. 
Established a telephone company, 
developed a public recreation area at his 
home on Grand Ave., benefactor of 
numerous improvements around the city. 

19 
(Q16) Huiskamp family 

Owners of the Huiskamp Brothers Shoe 
Company, library benefactors for both the 
Main Street & North 5th Street locations. 

20 
(S11) Irwin family 

John Nichol Irwin was a political figure, 
Keokuk mayor, territorial governor of 
Idaho and later Arizona. Stephen and 
Sylvester Irwin founded Irwin Dry Goods 
Store, later Irwin-Phillips Company. 

21 
(T11) Virginia Wilcox Ivins Author and pioneer 

22 
(Q13) Joy family Business and industrial family who were active in 

philanthropy, including establishing the Keokuk YMCA. 

23 
(W10)

Kilbourne family 

George Erskine came here with Augusta as he was a 
land locator for a New York company. 
Augusta was a musical and intellectual leader as well as 
a social organizer during times of war. 
David worked with Isaac Galland to lay out the original 
city platting in 1837. He later served as mayor. David also 
worked to name and plat Montrose. 
Edward was a founder of the Keokuk Gas Light and Coke 
Company. 
Kilbourne Park takes its namesake from this family. 

24 
(Q16) Bill Logan 

Part of the Iowa Hawkeyes' "Fabulous Five," an all-
sophomore group of starters who won the Big Ten 
Championships in the 1954-55 and 1955-56 seasons. 
University of Iowa Hall of Fame inductee in 1991. 

25
(M15) John R. Maxwell Keokuk physician, member of the Olympic silver medal 

golf team in 1904. Iowa Golf Hall of Fame in 2011. 
26 Johnathan McCarty United States Congressman 
27 
(X14)

George Washington 
McCrary 

United States Congressman and Presidential Cabinet 
Secretary, United States Circuit Court judge for 8th circuit 

28 
(S6) Edward P. McManus Salesman, farmer, teacher, postmaster, contractor, and 

Iowa senator. 
29 Dave McNally Firefighter 
30 
(U4) Daniel Fry Miller Iowa House of Representatives, served as mayor for both 

Keokuk and Ft. Madison 
31 
(V13) Samuel Freeman Miller Lawyer in Keokuk, appointed to the Supreme Court by 

President Abraham Lincoln in 1862 

32 
(U3) Nuns 

M. Agnes Journet, M. Aimie Burke, M. Louisa Swartz, M.
Gabrielle Rice, M. Cecilia Creed, M. Frances Clagett, M.
Benedicta McCue, M. Anna Lanigan, all died during Civil
War years, presumed cause of death was consumption.
Catherine Mahoney and Martina Murphy were educators
with the Sisters of Charity.

33 
(P15) James C. Parrott Civil War Union Brevet Brigadier General, Keokuk 

postmaster. 
34 Joseph James Patterson Private, 8th Virginia Regiment, Revolutionary War. 

34 
(U12) William Patterson 

Came to Keokuk in it's earliest days, was involved in 
establishing many early businesses. Served as 
postmaster. Elder of Iowa's Presbyterian Society, laid out 
the town of West Point. 

35 
(I17) Charles H. Hennemann Chief of Police, Olympian, and one time world record 

holder in discus throwing. 

36 
(Y13) Carlton Holmes Perry 

An early educator in Lee County, involved in establishing 
the Keokuk, Des Moines, and Minnesota railroad. Keokuk 
Library Association president 1874 & 1875. 

37 
(Y7) Charlotta Pyles 

Freed from enslavement in 1853 and settled in Keokuk. 
Traveled the east coast to raise money to free her 
children from slavery, then went on to aid others in 
obtaining freedom. Known as "Iowa's emancipator." 

38 
(U13) Hugh Thompson Reid 

Civil War Union General, lawyer, purchased large tracts 
of land in the 1840's throughout Lee County, president of 
the Des Moines Valley Railroad, served as Joseph 
Smith's hired defense lawyer. 

39 
(G10)

Willie "Midnight" 
Richardson 

Porter and custodian at the Union Depot. In Guinness 
World Record Book for always sleeping either sitting or 
standing, but never in a bed. 

40 
(U9) Henry Rothert Mayor, senator, superintendent of the Iowa School for the 

Deaf 1887-1919 

41
(O9) Sample family 

Members of the Sample family include early mayors of 
Keokuk, real estate dealers, foundry owners, attorneys, 
newspaper printers, soldiers, society and civic leaders, 
and city benefactors. 

43 Nate Tuck Firefighter 
44 Laura Van Pappelendam Artist and teacher. 
45 Younker family Namesake of Younker's department store. 
47 Nannie M. Smith First female lawyer in Keokuk. 

48 
(N3) Richard Neil Concannon Pilot during the Vietnam war who was killed in action 

during a night-time rescue mission. 

49 
(S12)

William and Mary Anne 
LaForge Rees 

William was a widely known newspaper man, Mary 
Anne was considered the "Mother of West K children" 
and established parks and play equipment. Their family 
land is now known as Rees Addition. 

50 
(V11)

William Torrence 
A teacher in his early years, became a Civil War 
colonel who died in an ambush shortly after the battle 
of Vicksburg. 

51
(I16) Montgomery Meigs Civil engineer in charge of Mississippi River lock, dam, 

and power plant. 

52 
(Y14)

Hughes family 
Family lineage includes inventors, film director, writers, 
opera and theater stars, eccentrics, businessmen, land 
developers, and industrialists. 

54 
(Q15) Leo Parrot LeBron World War I captain who died on the sinking of the 

S. S. Tuscania near Scotland. 
55 
(R7) James Madison Love Captain during the Mexican-American war, Iowa 

senator, and federal court judge.  
56 
(Y12) Pauline Bertram Graduate of College of Physicians and Surgeons. One 

of the first women to practice medicine in Keokuk. 

57 
(M2) William Harper, Sr. 

One of Lee County's first physicians of color. 
Established The Blessed Martin at 1103 Main, 
Keokuk's first restaurant exclusively serving persons of 
color as other restaurants would not serve them in the 
days of racial segregation.

58 
(O3)

James Cameron, Jr. 
Businessman who expanded contracting, construction, 
and supply companies throughout the tri-state area, 
impacting multiple states. 

59 
(L5) James Cameron, Sr. 

Businessman who established large-scale contracting 
and construction enterprises in Keokuk and the 
surrounding area. Keokuk mayor. 

60
(E16) Walter Miller 

Flew in 29 missions over Nazi Germany during WWII. 
Worked at Keokuk Steel Castings, eventually started 
and acquired additional businesses and merged other 
metal working corporations throughout the country. 

4 
(Z13)
46 
(P4)

53 
(D9)

3 Potter's Fields 

The original Potter's Field was established at the front 
of the cemetery with another at the front of the Catholic 
section. Upon the expansion of the National Cemetery, 
the individuals interred at the Potter's Field location 
were reinterred at the back of the cemetery near 
section 40. Some grave markers remained and were 
relocated. However some markers were either broken 
or no longer intact, so a marker may no longer exist. 

42 
(P9) City Vault 

Completed in 1872, the city vault was used as a 
temporary resting place during months of the year 
when the ground was too frozen to bury. It was also a 
temporary resting place during mausoleum 
constructions. 
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